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CONFIDENTIAL DACCA 4608 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, BG, PK, CH 

SUBJ: BANGLADESH'S RELATIONS WITH PAKISTAN AND CHINA 
REF: ISLAMABAD’S 9620; DACCA 3592 AND 4505 

1. FOREIGN SECRETARY FAKHRUDDIN AHMED TOLD ME YESTERDAY THAT THERE 
HAS BEEN NO SUBSTANTIAL MOVEMENT RECENTLY IN RECONCILIATION WITH 
PAKISTAN. LAST THING THEY HAD HEARD WAS BHUTTO'S REPORTED STATE- 
MENT TO SOVIET AMBASSADOR ABOUT A MONTH AGO THAT HE "WOULD TAKE 
AN INITIATIVE AT THE APPROPRIATE TIME," BUT THERE HAD BEEN NO 
INITIATIVE SO FAR. NEITHER HAD PAKISTAN REPLIED TO FOREIGN MINIS 

TER KAMAL HOSSAIN'S LETTER TO MINISTER OF STATE AZIZ (DACCA'S 
3592) PROPOSING THAT PRELIMINARY TALKS BE HELD AT THE OFFICIAL 
LEVEL TO PINPOINT OR REFINE ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION BY MUJIB AND 
BHUTTO AT THEIR SECOND SUMMIT. CONSEQUENTLY, FOREIGN SECRETARY 
SAID, THERE WERE NO PLANS AT THE MOMENT FOR THE PRIMIN TO VISIT 
ISLAMABAD. 

2. ON CHINA, FOREIGN SECRETARY SAID THAT THIS TOO REMAINED ABOUT 
WHERE IT HAD BEEN FOR A FEW MONTHS. BANGLADESH REPRESENTATIVES 
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NORMALIZATION AND HAD ASKED THE CHINESE TO LET THEM KNOW WHERE AND 
WHEN TALKS COULD BE HELD TO DISCUSS THE QUESTION OF RELATIONS. THE 
CHINESE REPRESENTATIVES IN NEW YORK AND WASHINGTON. ALTHOUGH AL- 
WAYS VERY FRIENDLY, SIMPLY REPLIED THAT THEY HAD NO INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. FOREIGN SECRETARY SAID HE THOUGHT CHINESE WERE NOW TAKING A 
SOMEWHAT TOUGHER STAND ON INDIA IN LIGHT OF SIKKIM DEVELOPMENT, FOR 
EXAMPLE, AND HE INTIMATED THIS MIGHT ALSO HAVE IMPLICATIONS FOR 
BANGLADESH. HE SAID CHINA'S DELAY IN MOVING ON BANGLADESH STEMMED 
FAIRLY OBVIOUSLY FROM ITS RELATIONSHIP WITH PAKISTAN AND ITS 
DESIRE NOT TO ISOLATE ISLAMABAD BY SETTING UP RELATIONS WITH DACCA 
BEFORE THE PAKISTANIS HAD. JUDGING FROM THE PROMISING TONE OF 
CONVERSATIONS WITH CHINESE REPRESENTATIES EARLIER IN THE YEAR, 

FOREIGN SECRETARY SAID HE WAS PERSUADED THAT CHINESE HAD EXPECTED 
THESE MATTERS TO MOVE MUCH FASTER THAN THEY HAD AND THAT CHINESE 
MUST HAVE EXPECTED A RATHER DIFFERENT RESULT FROM BHUTTO S VISIT 
TO DACCA. 

COMMENT: FOREIGN SECRETARY'S CITATION OF CONVERSATION BETWEEN 
BHUTTO AND SOVIET AMBASSADOR AS HIS SOURCE FOR LATEST POSITION 
REPORT ON BANGLADESH-PAKISTANI RELATIONSHIP, TAKEN TOGETHER WITH 
SOVIET CONTACTS WITH PAKISTAN FOREIGN MINISTRY REPORTED IN ISLAMA- 
BAD'S 9620, IS ANOTHER INDICATION THAT SOVIETS, WHILE NOT "MEDIA- 
TING" QUESTION OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES, MAY BE TRYING HARD TO 
SERVE AS THE CHANNEL OF COMMUNICATIONS BETWEN DACCA AND ISLAMABAD. 
BOSTER 



CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DISPUTE SETTLEMENT, FOREIGN RELATIONS, INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION, HEAD OF GOVERNMENT VISITS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 10 OCT 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: shawdg 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974DACCA04608 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740288-0200 
From: DACCA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 9741 057/aaaabwne. tel 

Line Count: 86 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: ISLAMABAD'S 9620; DACCA 3592 AND 450, 5 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: shawdg 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 12 JUN 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <12 JUN 2002 by boyleja>; APPROVED <13 MAR 2003 by shawdg> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BANGLADESH'S RELATIONS WITH PAKISTAN AND CHINA 
TAGS: PFOR, BG, PK, CH 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




